




An Elegant Florentine Evening to Celebrate

La Tribuna degli Uffizi

F R I E N D S  O F  F L O R E N C E
cordially invites you to Cocktails, Dinner and a Live Auction

to benefit the restoration of the splendid La Tribuna degli Uffizi,
 re-opening 2012

The favor of a reply is requested by September 27th.

Response card enclosed.

Limited seating is available. 

Cocktail attire.

With Special Guest
Marchese Piero Antinori 

Board Member

Honoring
Contessa Simonetta Brandolini d’Adda 

President

Tuesday, the eighteenth of October
at six o’clock in the evening

at

One Magnificent Mile
980 North Michigan Avenue

Private Dining Rooms, 3rd Level
Chicago



The Evening’s Co-Chairs and Benefactors

Joy and Leonhard Dreimann

Anne and Robert Krebs

Ann O’Brien

Chicago Leadership Circle Members

Jill and Richard Almeida

Christina Gilberti

Janet and Robert Helman

Florence Leadership Circle Member

Diana Richman

Friends of Florence extends special thanks to

Lead Auctioneer, Steven Zick

Wines graciously contributed by Antinori

Four-course dinner generously underwritten by Spiaggia

Benefactor



La Tribuna degli Uffizi           To celebrate its 10th Anniversary, 
Friends of Florence launched the 

restoration of the important Tribuna in the Uffizi Gallery, recognized as one of the very first museum collections in the world and 
one of the Ufizzi’s most admired rooms. Restoration work for this $1.1 million undertaking has been underway since fall 2009.

Established by the Medici when the Uffizi was constructed in the 1500s, this octagonal room with distinctive crimson (‘cremisi’) 
velvet covered walls was created to celebrate the eclectic interests of the great collector, Francesco I (1541-1587), the spirited 
Medici prince. It was designed by Francesco’s friend, the architect Bernardo Buontalenti (1523-1608), who shared Francesco’s 
dreams and love of knowledge.  The room contains a unique treasure of extraordinary ancient sculptures, portraits, and other 
especially prized artworks.  It also features precious mother of pearl decorations, marbles, silks, and shells symbolizing the four 
elements as well as ancient Greek sculptures including the Medici Venus, the Apollino, the Wrestlers and other figures.

In September 2009, the first preparations began in earnest for the restoration of the Tribuna with the creation of a twin octagonal 
space within the Uffizi.  Here visitors can enjoy a replica of the Tribuna while the original space is being restored.  

In October 2009, scaffolding was put in place and diagnostics began on the Tribuna’s many artworks and architectural elements.  
Restoration of the Lantern and frescoes of the Lantern of the Winds then began and the meticulous analysis and cleaning of the 
Cupola.  Some 6,000 exquisite shells comprise the cupola, brought to the Uffizi in the 1500s from the Indian Seas and encased in 
more than 140 square meters of gold leaf, azurite from Afghanistan and precious lacquer and mother of pearl.  

Restoration of the Tribuna’s three tapestries is complete and the cremisi silk velvet wall hangings have been recreated, woven by 
hand on historic looms of the Antico Setificio Fiorentino.  The tapestries and wall hangings are currently in storage awaiting the 
completion of the project.

The restoration of the ancient statues began in May 2011, on site within protected areas inside the Tribuna.  These ancient 
sculptures were amongst the most precious artworks that belonged to the Medici and most date to the 1st century B.C.  

We look forward to the pleasure of your company on October 18, 2011 at this special evening organized to benefit the 
completion of the restoration of the Uffizi’s Tribuna.   With approximately $375,000 still needed to complete the restoration, we 
welcome your support so that the Tribuna may reopen in all its glory, on schedule, during the second half of 2012.   Our guests 
will be offered the opportunity to help complete the funding of this unique project by contributing to the restoration of these 
elements of the Tribuna:

Cupola of Shells - $59,000*

 Pictorial Sections of Cupola and Base  - $125,000

Tapestry #208 - Medici Coat of Arms - $30,000

 Tapestry #209 - Medici Coat of Arms - $30,000

 Tapestry #219 - Medici Coat of Arms  - $30,000

 “The Dancing Faun” Statue  - $30,000*

“The Knife Grinder” Statue - $30,000*

Scrigno - Decorative Cabinet - $40,000

*Partial funding of this element has been received previously from other patrons

Friends of Florence is planning a special unveiling and program in Italy surrounding the completion of the project.  
Please help us reach our goal and join us in Italy for what will be an extraordinary celebration.



Friends of Florence Board of Trustees

Marchese Piero Antinori

Suzanne Deal Booth

Contessa Simonetta Brandolini d’Adda, 
President

Claudio Caprotti

Michael Collins, Vice President

Robert Craine

Elissa Cullman

Leonard Dreimann

Kathe Dyson

Marchesa Bona Frescobaldi

Marchese Ferdinando Frescobaldi  
and Marchesa Rosaria Frescobaldi

Renée Gardner, Secretary

Anne and Robert Krebs

Jeffrey Moreland

R. James P. Morton

Ann O’Brien, Treasurer

Conte Simone Rucellai

Daniel Schwartz

Jill and Richard Almeida

Julie and William Ballard

Laurel and Thomas Barrack

Janet and James Dicke, II

Robert Edsel

Christina Gilberti

Alison Gilligan and David Curtis

Anjela and Ted Guarriello

Janet and Robert Helman

Elizabeth D. Holder

Lauren and Phil Hughes

Diana Richman

Sonya and Darren Schroeder

Thomas Schumacher  
and Matthew White

Christine Toretti

Sarah Wiggins

Sandra Woolley  

Friends of Florence is a U.S. non-profit organization supported by individuals from around the world who are dedicated 
to preserving and enhancing the cultural and historical integrity of the arts located in the city and region of Florence, Italy,  

and to increasing public understanding and appreciation through educational programs and events.
Friends of Florence provides financial support directly to the city's restoration laboratories to refurbish, safeguard,  

and make available to the public a broad range of art from paintings and sculptures to architectural elements  
and collections of smaller objects. A committee of internationally respected art experts and historians serve as resources  

in the careful selection of projects that will benefit from Friends of Florence's efforts.

Leadership Circle



Linda and Alexander Cappello
Wanda Ferragamo

Nancy and Zubin Mehta
Trudie and Sting Sumner

U.S. Consul General for the City of Florence
Maestro Franco Zeffirelli

Jeffrey Blanchard 
Academic Coordinator,  
Cornell in Rome

Fausto Calderai

Vincenzo Capalbo 
Architetti, Art Media Studio, 
Florence

Dr. William R. Cook 
Distingushed Teaching Professor  
of History, State University of  
New York at Geneseo

Larry J. Feinberg 
Director and Chief Executive  
Officer, The Santa Barbara  
Museum of Art

Dott. Leonardo Focardi

Dr. Martin Kemp 
Professor Emeritus, Trinity College, 
Oxford

Dr. Ross King 
Independent writer and curator

Dr. Jonathan Nelson 
Assistant Director for Programs,  
Villa I Tatti: The Harvard 
University Center for Italian 
Studies

Dr. John T. Paoletti 
Kenan Professor of the Humanities, 
Emeritus, and Professor of Art 
History, Emeritus, Wesleyan 
University

Prof. Antonio Paolucci 
Past Superintendent of Fine Arts 
in Tuscany, Past Director Uffizi 
Gallery, and Present Director  
of the Vatican Gallery of Museums

Dr. Loren Partridge 
Professor Emeritus, Art of the 
Italian Renaissance, University of 
California, Berkeley

Dr. Gary M. Radke 
Dean’s Professor of the Humanities, 
Syracuse University

 
Elaine Ruffolo 
Art Historian, Syracuse University 
in Florence

Rocky Ruggiero 
Art Historian, Kent State 
University; Syracuse University; 
Boston College

Monsignor Timothy Verdon 
Canon, Florence Cathedral, and 
Director, Office of Sacred Art and 
Cultural Heritage, Archdiocese of 
Florence

Ing. Carlo Volpi

Dr. William Wallace 
Barbara Murphy Bryant 
Distinguished Professor of Art 
History, Washington University  
in St. Louis

Dr. Lila Yawn 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Art 
History, John Cabot University, 
Rome 

Council of Academic Advisors

Council of Honorary Advisors



Italy
Via Ugo Foscolo 72

50124 Florence, Italy
Tel 39 055 223 064

Fax 39 055 229 8912

U.S.A.
4545 W Street NW

Washington, DC  20007
Tel 202 333 3705
Fax 202 333 4046

www.friendsofflorence.org
E-Mail info@friendsofflorence.org


