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Fra Angelico’s Crucifixion restored in Fiesole

The artwork had been hidden until 1880. Now it glows anew ahead of the exhibition on the Renaissance master at Palazzo Strozzi.
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After centuries of obscurity Fra Angelico’s Crucifixion fresco in the chapter house of the Convent
of San Domenico in Fiesole has returned to public view, glowing with renewed color and detail.
The result of a meticulous conservation effort led by restorers Cristiana Conti and Alessandra
Popple, the project was made possible by Friends of Florence, with key support from donor
Gerhard De Geer and the Belacqua medical group.

Painted around the early 1430s, the fresco is considered one of Angelico’s earliest monumental
works, created before his better-known cycle at San Marco. For decades, this Crucifixion
remained hidden behind layers of lime plaster applied as early as 1566, rediscovered only in 1880,
and poorly restored in fits and starts over the 20th century. Until recently, its condition was
precarious with extensive pigment loss, smoke damage and water infiltration threatening the entire
surface.



This new intervention also revealed surprising aspects of the artist’s process. Conservators
identified nine distinct days of painting, gold details executed on halos, and preparatory sketches in
both sanguine and pouncing. Most remarkably, the unusual downward tilt of Christ’s head—
rendered in an almost perspectival way—is found only in one other work by Fra Angelico, one of
the cells in San Marco, which unfortunately is in a poor state of preservation.

The fresco is now once again visible to the public, though still housed in a quiet, cloistered part of
the convent, just as it was nearly six centuries ago. A new lighting system and signage will guide
visitors through both the artwork and its complex history

The restoration arrives amid a flurry of interest in Fra Angelico’s work. The San Marco Museum,
which houses the artist’s most famous frescoes of Dominican life, recently completed a
major restoration of his Deposizione di Santa Trinita. In September, Palazzo Strozzi will open
the blockbuster exhibition Beafo Angelico, exploring his innovations and spirituality.

“Friends of Florence’s commitment to the works of Beato Angelico continues with this project for
the beautiful Crucifixion in the Chapter Room of San Domenico,” emphasized Simonetta
Brandolini d’Adda, president of Friends of Florence.” Standing before the fresco, within the
convent walls of the chapter room, the serenity and spirituality that the work conveys are part of a

truly moving experience.”

Born Guido di Pietro, Fra Angelico (1395—1455) joined the Dominican order at Fiesole and took his
vows at this very convent, painting many masterpieces here, including 7%e Coronation of the Virgin
and Madonna and Child with St. Dominic and St. Thomas Aquinas, both seized by French troops
during the Napoleonic occupation of Florence. The Coronation is housed at the Louvre, while
Madonna and Child was sold by the French to the Russians and is part of the collection at the

Hermitage Museum in Saint Petersburg.

The author

Falcone Geddes

Falcone Geddes is the editorial assistant at The Florentine and freelance contributor to Italy Segreta. A native Florentine with a passion for

writing and photography, he holds an MA in Journalism and Documentary Practice from Sussex.

https://www.theflorentine.net/2025/06/16/fra-angelico-crucifixion-restored/



https://www.theflorentine.net/2025/06/16/fra-angelico-crucifixion-restored/

